issue 19

Talk of the town

JULY 2018

ROLLING

GOOD TIMES
HDB’s annual community week

celebrates heartland experiences

08

Around
the block
Residents design
their own town

14

our life
stories
Actor and host
Ebi Shankara

16

Livin’ it up
Red, white and
all around us this
National Day

Co n t e n t s
issue 19

JULY 2018

Dear Readers,
Welcome to Issue 19 of Life Storeys! This issue, we explore and
celebrate the exuberant spirit of life in the heartlands!
The annual HDB Community Week held in May takes the
spotlight in this issue’s Talk of the Town. Check out the event
highlights, which included a fun-filled popiah-making competition
at the new Yishun Town Square!
In Around The Block, we showcase the continuous development
of our HDB towns to suit our residents’ needs. Read about elderlyfriendly features at the recently-opened Kampung Admiralty, as well
as hidden gems and unique features in Tampines!
We explore how residents came together to provide convenience
to the elderly and to enliven the neighbourhood in Our Life Stories.
Also in this section, local actor and host Mr Ebi Shankara reminisces
about his childhood growing up in Bukit Batok.
Lastly, with National Day just around the corner, we scan our
surroundings in search of snapshots that showcase our national
colours in Livin’ It Up. Treat yourself to a visual feast of all things
red and white in celebration of Singapore’s 53rd birthday!
Finally, remember to participate in the Readers’ Quiz and stand
a chance to win shopping vouchers!
We hope you enjoy reading this issue of Life Storeys.
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talk of the town

A HEARTL AND
HURR AH!
the HDB Community Week 2018 shone the spotlight on the unique
experiences and exuberant spirit of life in the heartlands.

Winners of the
‘Good Neighbours,
Let’s Roll!’ activity
at the HDB
Community
Week

T

his year’s edition of the HDB
Community Week started with a
bang with the official opening of
the newly-minted Yishun Town
Square. Following successes in Punggol
and Bedok, this communal town plaza in
the northern part of Singapore was
designed to encourage community
bonding and inject vibrancy into the
Nee Soon estate.

This year, the activities peppered across
two weekends featured a robust spread of
performances, workshops and exhibitions
taking place at Yishun Town Square, as
well as in Tampines. From Beijing opera
performances to fruit parfait-making
workshops, the programmes aimed to
engage residents of various age groups and
cultural backgrounds to mingle and have a
good time with their families and neighbours.

01
JUL 2018

talk of the town
Participants rolling popiahs
and bonding with neighbours

Ready To Roll

Scoring ingredients
through brain games

Working as a team
to roll popiahs
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To kick off the festivities,
120 residents and students
competed in ‘Good Neighbours,
Let’s Roll!’, a fun-filled popiahmaking competition. Ingredients
had to be scored through exciting
station games which required the
participants to flex their mind and
muscles as a team to solve puzzles,
riddles and other tasks.
The premise of the competition was
simple: the first three teams to produce
the most number of popiahs within the set
period of time would be named the winners.
Jarren Low, 13, of Evergreen Secondary
School was encouraged by his teacher,
Mr Travis, to take part in the competition
with his fellow National Police Cadet Corps
members. “This is the first time all of us
are making popiahs in a neighbourhood
setting like this,” said Jarren. “I’m
excited! It is a totally different community
engagement experience.”
The competition concluded with Team
5 in the first place with 36 popiahs, Team 6
with 30 and Team 2 with 28. Team members
triumphantly got up on stage to receive
their prizes, after which everyone tucked
into the fruits of the competitors’ labour,
sharing the popiahs in true kampung spirit.

Cutting the ribbon to officially open Yishun Town Square

W e h o p e that
re s i dent s , m er c hant s
and b u s i ne s s e s w i ll m a k e
f ull u s e o f the Fund ,
o r g an i s e m o re a c t i v i t i e s

Entertaining residents with
a ukulele performance

and c o nt i nue m a k i n g H D B
e s tate s a v er y s p e c i al p la c e
f o r e v er y S i n g a p o rean .

Mr Lawrence Wong, Minister for National Development,
speaking about the HDB Friendly Faces, Lively Places Fund

More Reasons To Celebrate

Joining in the HDB Community Week fun was
Minister for National Development Mr Lawrence
Wong, who came bearing good news. He
announced that the HDB Friendly Faces, Lively
Places (FFLP) Fund, which was launched in
2016 to encourage community-driven projects
in the heartlands, would be doubled from
$10,000 to $20,000 for larger-scale projects
under the Building Fund. “With more funding,
I hope residents can plan larger-scale and
more impactful community projects,” said
Minister Wong. “We hope that residents,
merchants and businesses will make full use
of the Fund, organise more activities and
continue making HDB estates a very special
place for every Singaporean.”
As part of the HDB Community Week,
an exhibition documenting the heartlands’
achievements and milestones was held. The
exhibition also incorporated results from the
visioning exercise held in January 2018 on the
activities residents would like to see in the new
Town Square. Residents were able to view how far
along their neighbourhood has developed since
embarking on HDB’s ‘Remaking Our Heartland’
programme in 2007. They were also encouraged
to pen their ideas on post-it notes and share their
favourite spots within Yishun. Technologicallysavvy residents even had the opportunity
to don Virtual Reality headsets to give their
neighbourhood a ‘virtual makeover’ on the spot.

Checking out the heartland’s
milestones on display

The FFLP fund
has seeded some

50

community-driven
projects to benefit
HDB dwellers.
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OH, SNAP!
A visual treat during
the HDB Community Week
came courtesy of the
2018 ‘Celebrating LIFE
in the Heartlands’
photography competition.

Attendees of the HDB Community
Week at Yishun Town Square were
also drawn to the winning images
from the biennial ‘Celebrating LIFE
in the Heartlands’ photography
competition that were on display.
Once again, this year saw
captivating entries depicting
the charm of heartland living.
The competition spanned two
categories — Open and Instagram
— and invited residents to capture
their idea of a lively and vibrant
neighbourhood. Here are some of
the outstanding submissions:
1st Prize (Open) “Playground Unites!” by Ong Yi Chao

I b el i e v e Pun g g o l
i s the f uture o f
h o u s i n g i n S i n g a p o re , s o

2nd Prize (Open) “Eng Hoon Street Comes Alive” by Khng Hwee Hoon

I f i nd m y s el f g ra v i tat i n g
t o ward s the e s tate o f ten
e v en th o u g h I d o n o t l i v e
there . t o m e , T h i s s c ene o f
c h i ldren p lay i n g t o g ether
i s the q u i nte s s ent i al heart war m i n g s c ene o f H D B
l i v i n g . I j u s t ha p p ened t o
b e i n the r i g ht p la c e at
the r i g ht t i m e t o c a p ture
th i s m o m ent !

Ong Yi Chao, 32,
First Prize Winner of the Open category
3rd Prize (Open) “Dishu (Ground Calligraphy)” by Chen Wen Yun
04
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To view more photos, go to www.hdb.gov.sg/cs/infoweb/photo-competition-2018

1st Prize (Instagram) “My Favourite Shopkeeper” by Chan Wai Meng
T h i s p h o t o g ra p h
wa s ta k en i n Keat
H o n g , where I f re q uent
e v en th o u g h I l i v e i n
Jur o n g W e s t . I a m a f ree
f l i g ht enthu s i a s t and a
p h o t o g ra p her , s o th i s p h o t o
m arr i e s b o th m y p a s s i o n s .
I ha p p ened t o ta k e th i s
p h o t o o f a b i rd g ather i n g
and s u b m i tted i t f o r the
c o m p et i t i o n , and the re s t —
2 Prize (Instagram) “All Hands Up!” by Ahmad Iskandar Bin Abdullah
nd

a s the y s ay — i s h i s t o r y.

Mohamad Yusof Bin Noor, 43,
Third Prize Winner of the Instagram category

3rd Prize (Instagram) “Bird(-lovers) of a feather flock together” by Mohamad Yusof Bin Noor
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Friends of Our Heartlands volunteers with Minister Heng Swee Keat
and Advisers to Tampines GRC Grassroots Organisations
The volunteers with their
awards and certificates

THE NET WORK EFFECT
Volunteers of the Friends of Our Heartlands network shared
their experiences and were honoured for their contributions
as THE HDB Community Week 2018 came to a close.

The opening performance by the
St Hilda’s Primary School choir

Become Community
Champions
HDB’s Friends of Our Heartlands
network nurtures change-makers
within towns and neighbourhoods.
Volunteers will get opportunities to
channel their skills, knowledge and
resources for the benefit of their
community. To sign up or find out
how you can make a difference,
visit www.hdb.gov.sg/FOH.
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On the morning of 26 May 2018,
the Festive Arts Theatre at Our
Tampines Hub was buzzing with
activities for the launch of HDB’s
inaugural ‘Learning Exchange’.
More than 100 Friends of Our
Heartlands (FOH) volunteers
attended the event to share their
experiences and learn storytelling
techniques so they can better
communicate with residents and
convey messages on gracious and
responsible heartland living.
Themed ‘The Art of
Storytelling’, the event featured
Ms Wong Swee Yean, president
of the Storytelling Association
(Singapore) as the guest speaker.
She dispensed tips on how to
communicate and engage the
community more effectively.
Joining here were three speakers
from FOH volunteering tracks —
Cultivate, Activate and Facilitate
— who presented their projects
and shared about their
volunteering experiences.
“I managed to pick up many
soft skills for interacting with
different groups of people. For
example, children prefer a livelier
presentation, while older folks
appreciate historical facts and

are better engaged with the use
of dialects,” said Mr Teo Soo Thye,
an HDB alumnus and active FOH
volunteer, commenting on his
biggest takeaway. Ms Insyirah Binte
Imran, an architecture student
from the National University of
Singapore’s School of Design
and Environment, walked away
with useful tips too. She said, “I
learnt the importance of properly
addressing residents’ needs by
talking to them directly, and to
design from the ground up.”
Later in the same afternoon,
over 400 volunteers were recognised
for their service to the community.
Presenting them with awards
and certificates was Guest of
Honour, Finance Minister Mr Heng
Swee Keat, who is also the Adviser
to Tampines GRC Grassroots
Organisations. “As we celebrate
our volunteers’ achievements, I
hope that their experiences will
inspire others to come on board
the FOH network and join our
team of volunteers,” said Minister
Heng. Building on the successful
momentum of its first year of
launch, the FOH network is set to
further expand its reach in the next
few years.

around the block

Under One Roof

Courtesy of Lim Weixiang, WOHA

Residents of Kampung
Admiralty can look forward
to the following facilities:

The 11- storey
Kampung
Admiralty
designed for
seniors

A S I LV E R K A M P U N G
Now open: Elderlyfriendly spaces
to stay active
and socialise at
Kampung Admiralty.

M

Seniors doing

crafts at the
any seniors in
Community Plaza
Singapore have
fond memories
But as Prime Minister Lee
of kampung life.
Hsien Loong pointed out at the
“We were close to our neighbours
facility’s official opening, the
and did everything together,”
development is more than just a
recalled Madam Junita Ahmad,
housing project. “The flats are
66. She grew up in one near
not just flats, but are also coYio Chu Kang and yearns to
located with healthcare facilities
relive the experience. Officially
which are readily accessible to
opened on 12 May 2018, Kampung
the residents,” he said. “Kampung
Admiralty caters to the growing
Admiralty is designed to be
number of seniors who feel the
integrated with the rest of
way that Mdm Junita does.
the community.”
Located next to Admiralty
MRT station, the 11-storey
Seniors Take Charge
‘vertical kampung’ has been
When she heard that Kampung
designed with seniors in mind.
Admiralty would have a Community
Its 100-plus studio apartments
Plaza, Madam Pauline Tan, 73,
have been fitted with a range of
wanted to make sure that the space
elderly-friendly features such as
would benefit the senior residents.
retractable clothes-drying racks.
“By just [using the area to make]

Kampung Admiralty was officially opened by Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong on 12 May. He was joined by Minister for
Transport Mr Khaw Boon Wan, Minister for Education
Mr Ong Ye Kung, Minister for National Development
Mr Lawrence Wong and Advisers to Sembawang Grassroots
Organisations Mr Vikram Nair and Mr Amrin Amin.
Also present were HDB CEO Dr Cheong Koon Hean and
chairman of NTUC Enterprise Co-operative Mr Lim Boon Heng.

Community farm:
Located on the ninth
floor, this green space enables
residents to grow food crops
and be in touch with nature.
Admiralty Medical
Centre: The centre
provides specialist outpatient
consultations, day surgery
procedures and more.
NTUC Active Ageing
Hub: The hub offers
day care, home care and
rehabilitation services.
Childcare: The My First
Skool childcare centre
is partnering the NTUC Active
Ageing Hub to provide parentchild volunteerism, so they can
help buy and deliver groceries
to the elderly residents.
Hawker centre:
This offers local fare
at wallet-friendly prices.
Supermarket:
This is elderly-friendly
with wide aisles to enable
wheelchair access.
Community Plaza:
A large open space
for seniors to socialise with
neighbours and friends.
simple crafts, the elderly can keep
their minds and fingers active —
the benefits are multi-fold,” the
Woodlands resident said. Since last
year, Mdm Tan has organised more
than three art and craft sessions
for her fellow seniors at the plaza.

PM Lee Hsien Loong at
the official opening
07
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GETTING SOCIAL
A B O U T S PAC E
Woodlands residents gathered to brainstorm ideas for
their neighbourhood during a design workshop as part
o f HDB ’ s R e m a k i n g O u r H e a r t l a n d p r o g r a m m e .

O

bserving that many
of her fellow residents
are spending more
time on mobile
devices, Admiralty resident
Madam Rafidah Yong would
love it if there are more social
spaces in the neighbourhood.
These, the 51-year-old believes,
would encourage more faceto-face interaction among
neighbours. “Lush greenery set
amid sheltered seating areas, a
garden and fitness corner can be
conducive for conversations as
people come together to use
these amenities,” said Mdm
Rafidah, a preschool teacher.
Mdm Rafidah’s suggestions
were some of the ideas that
were mooted at the Woodlands
Social Corridor Design Workshop
held on 31 March at Greenwood
Primary School. Residents’ ideas
were being sought by HDB and
volunteers from the National
University of Singapore’s
Department of Architecture, as
Woodlands is one of the towns
taking part in the third batch
of HDB’s Remaking Our Heartland
programme (ROH). Similar
workshops also took place at
Pasir Ris and Toa Payoh, the
other two towns undergoing the
ROH programme.

A Social Corridor

The ROH programme in Woodlands
comprises a 4.2km social corridor
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which will transform an existing
park connector that runs from
the east to the west of the
town into a stretch with lush
greenery and new social spaces.
During the design workshop,
the 58 participating residents
discussed the uses and facilities
for the new spaces. Their
discussions built on some 170
suggestions gathered through
pop-up surveys conducted in
February, which included fitness
facilities, water features and
more rest points.
Participant Ms Low Su Ting,
35, envisioned a history gallery
that showcases Woodlands’
transformation from a kampung
to its present-day environment.
“We would also want an herb
garden where residents can
scan QR codes to learn about the
medical properties of the various

Residents
brainstorm design
ideas at the
Woodlands Social
Corridor Design
Workshop

L us h g r eene ry
set a m i d
s h elte r e d seating
a r eas , a ga r d en an d
f itness co r ne r can
be con d uci v e f o r
con v e r sations as
people co m e toget h e r
to use t h ese a m enities .

Mdm Rafidah Yong, 51,
Preschool Teacher

herbs,” said Ms Low, a nurse.
Also joining in the workshop
discussion were Second Minister
for National Development
Mr Desmond Lee and Adviser to
Admiralty GROs Mr Vikram Nair.

Virtual To Reality

To visualise what their ideas could
look like in real life, virtual reality
(VR) technology was used during
the workshop. This provided the
residents with a more interactive
and immersive experience. They
could also view their proposed
layout of the facilities, and thus
be able to evaluate various design
ideas instantly. Mr Sunil Kumar,
40, for example, proposed the
use of solar lighting that will only
turn on when there is pedestrian
traffic or when the weather is
dark and rainy. The workshop
facilitator, donning the
VR headgear, then virtually
mapped out Mr Kumar’s
suggestion on the spot.
“I think it can work.
Sensor-driven lighting is more
sustainable and environmentallyfriendly. Solar-charging stations
should also be installed for

A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT
The design sessions were carried
out in collaboration with the
NUS School of Design and
Environment, Department of
Architecture, and volunteers
under HDB’s Friends of Our
Heartlands programme. Student
volunteer Mr Gaius Leong, 24,
valued the insights he received
on what residents actually want
for their neighbourhood. “I was
able to listen to the feedback
from residents of different
age groups and races. This will
enable us to come with up
more relevant design concepts
for the residents,” said the NUS
architecture student.

residents to charge their mobile
phones while they are outside,”
said Mr Kumar, an IT professional,
who was glad for the opportunity
to provide feedback on how
residents can live better and be
more cohesive as a community.

Dr Tan Beng Kiang, senior
lecturer from NUS’s Department
of Architecture was in favour of
this partnership between HDB
and NUS too. “This initiative has
enabled our students to apply
what they’ve learnt in school.
It also provided them with onthe-ground intelligence so they
can better design for future
community projects,” said
Dr Tan. The ideas and feedback
collected from these workshops
will be consolidated
and reviewed before
a design proposal
is presented to the
residents in 2019.

“It was a good sharing session,”
said Ms Low, echoing his
sentiments. “The facilitators
effectively prompted us with
questions which spurred us to
come up with more fun and creative
ideas for the social space.”

Using VR technology to view a
proposed layout of the facilities

Workshop participants with their proposed design for their neighbourhood
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THE MANY SHADES
O F TA M P I N E S
There’s always something to do, see and eat
at this vibrant north-eastern town,
according to its residents.

T

he recent re-opening
of Century Square
caused a flurry online,
as netizens got
excited about new eateries at
the shopping centre located
in Tampines. But to long-time
Tampines resident and selfprofessed foodie Mr Lewis Lu, the
mall doesn’t hold the estate’s best
food. He says that those can be
found in the humble heartlands.
“I’ve lived in the estate for
about 20 years,” explains the
businessman, 27. “And despite
all the new malls, I still find

myself visiting the heartland food
stalls.” Why? Mr Lu says that the
lower prices, friendly staff and
nostalgic appeal all play a big part.
“Plus, it’s one way we can support
fellow Tampines residents — by
buying local.”
But don’t equate ‘local’ with
hawker fare. As Mr Lu shows
Life Storeys, Tampines has a
vibrant and growing ice cream
scene. So whether you need a
neighbourhood spot for a first
date or a quiet evening with your
folks, you can check out these
three dessert joints in Tampines:

The Flourist

The owners of
Laundry Galley own a
laundromat nearby.
The highlight of its
menu is the double
waffle with ice-cream
(from $7.50). A must-try
flavour is definitely the
Milo Dinosaur, which is full
of malty goodness. Those
doing their laundry at the
laundromat will be pleased
with Laundry Galley’s
interactive monitors, which
show the status of washes.
Talk about killing two birds
with one stone.

Blk 824 Tampines Street 81 #01-36
If you need something striking
for your Instagram feed, opt for
The Flourist. Think its welcoming
décor is the star attraction?
Think again: order its charcoal
mochi waffle ($6.70), topped
with a scoop — or two — of the
parlour’s signature jasmine and
lemongrass ice cream ($3.80
a scoop). The stark contrast
between the pale green ice
cream and the blackness of the
charcoal is a food photographer’s
dream come true.

Ice Cream Skool
Prices are accurate at the time of printing.

Blk 445 Tampines Street 42 #01-10
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Laundry Galley
Blk 201E Tampines Street 23 #01-118

Stepping into Ice Cream Skool
reminds us of our carefree
childhood and school days.
And this is one school we
actually can’t wait to go back to.
Expect a wide variety of flavours
to choose from here, including
several wallet-friendly options
(prices start at $2). End your
sweet treat with a calming pot
of lemon ginger tea ($4.90).
Set meals with hot food are
also available.

T A MP I N E S

T O W N

T a m p i n es
M R T S tati o n
Our
T a m p i n es
HUB

I ’ v e b een l i v in g in T ampines
fo r many yea r s yet I don ’ t fee l
c ompe l l ed to mo v e o u t anytime soon .
I l o v e the many e x c itin g food options
he r e . La w a Bintan g at T ampines S t r eet
9 3 , fo r e x amp l e , se r v es nasi l ema k
w ith g r i l l ed soton g , sa l mon , c r ayfish
and e v en l o b ste r . P eop l e c ome f r om
a l l a c r oss S in g apo r e to ha v e a taste

the r e a r e A menities
a - p l enty in T ampines ,
w hi c h is g r eat espe c ia l ly fo r
a yo u n g fami ly l i k e o u r s .

of this atas ( ‘ P osh ’ ) v e r sion of a

N ea r o u r f l at, fo r e x amp l e ,

c ommon M a l ay de l i c a c y,

w e ha v e a p l ay g r o u nd , a

sometimes q u e u in g fo r u p

fitness c o r ne r , b adminton

to t w o ho u r s !

c o u r t and a j o g g in g t r a c k .

Rina Salleh, 33,
Customer Experience
Specialist

O u r da u g hte r l o v es p l ayin g
at the many p l ay g r o u nds
in the nei g h b o u r hood ,
espe c ia l ly the Wate r me l on
P l ay g r o u nd in T ampines

WORKING OUT AT
OUR TAMPINES HUB
1 Tampines Walk Singapore 528523

Cent r a l P a r k .

Teo Ai Ping, 35,
Process Engineer

Tampines may have a great selection of
ice cream parlours but don’t forget to
stay active as well. Our Tampines Hub
houses a range of exercise facilities:
from six rooftop pools that cater to
swimmers of all ages and skills, to a
rooftop running track, there’s
something to keep everybody
moving. “As somebody who’s
trying to lose weight, I’m
definitely a regular here,”
says Mr Lu with a laugh.
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Our Life Stories
A total of

65

EASY Tables
have been
distributed at
Broom It! Day

in

An elderly
resident
with the
EASY Table

2015, 2017
and 2018.

ITE College Central students
explaining the features of the
EASY Table

providing

EASE

A table specially designed for seniors,
b y s t u d e n t s , w i t h s u p p o r t f r o m HDB ’ s
P r o j e c t SPHERE i n i t i a t i v e .

A

fter a laborious eight-to-10-week process involving
consultations with the elderly, the design for the EASY Table
was finally complete. Conceptualised by students from ITE
College Central’s School of Design and Media, Product Design
course in 2015, with support from HDB’s Project SPHERE initiative,
the EASY Table aims to cater to the needs of elderly residents living
independently. Here’s how it works:

Recessed table top
ensures items placed on
table do not spill or fall off
easily and remain within
the elderly’s reach

Energy-saving lighting
fixtures can be easily
attached to the EASY table
as an option. With the
light and switch close by,
it would be convenient for
the elderly to switch on or
off the light to facilitate
their movements at night
and make their living
environment safer

CARING FOR THE OLD
Project SPHERE (Students, Singapore Pools
and HDB Enriching and Reaching out to the
Elderly) is a joint initiative by HDB, Ministry
of Education, Singapore Pools and Nippon
Paint. It aims to promote youth volunteerism
and care for the elderly, and encourage
intergenerational bonding. Activities
organised under Project SPHERE include
spring cleaning and gate-painting sessions,
as well as the annual Broom It! Day when
spring cleaning and distribution of EASY
Tables are carried out on a larger scale.
The tables were
useful and
convenient for the
elderly to store their
medications. They enable
the elderly to reach for
their Items easily.

Extra-large knob
on the drawer allows
easy handling
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Black metal frame
provides additional
support for the elderly
when they need to
get out of bed

Ms Irene Poh, Centre Manager of
Kembangan-Chai Chee Senior Activity Centre

B O N D IN G T H R O U G H B RIC K S
Residents living near Tah Ching Road were especially thrilled
when a regular void deck was transformed into a workshop
space for brick art.

T

he Residents’ Corner at
the void deck of Block
336 Tah Ching Road was
a curious sight on the
morning of 10 June. The space had
been transformed and some 100
eager residents had gathered for
the commencement of a brick art
workshop. Conducted by Mr Lee
Aik Lam, who is a volunteer at the
Taman Jurong Community Club
Brick Art Interest Group, the twohour workshop aimed to foster
bonding among young families
and their children.
“I want to inspire the young
and also the not-so-young to
imagine and create,” said Mr Lee,
56, who managed to transform the
void deck into a workshop space
housing LEGO©-inspired furniture
thanks to the HDB Friendly Faces,
Lively Places Fund (see box for
more). Since its completion in
March this year, three rounds of
brick-art workshops have been
conducted for children in the
neighbourhood, attracting up
to 100 participants a session. A
display area was also set aside to
showcase residents’ creations.
Some of these resembled muchloved nearby attractions such as
the Chinese Garden.

The Residents’ Corner transformed
into a brick art workshop space

Mr Lee Aik Lam with the winning team of
this year’s FIRST LEGO League Junior

An excited first-time
participant, Ethan Lee, 5, said, “I
saw a notice about the workshop
at the RC and asked my dad to take
me here. It’s fun; I like building
things.” Ethan’s father Mr JJ Lee
was more than happy to oblige. “I
get to interact and bond with Ethan
as we build the model together.
Ethan also seems to enjoy playing
with bricks more when he’s here
perhaps because he gets to play
with other kids too,” noted the
38-year-old.
Meanwhile, 11-year-old Risyam
Zainudin, a regular attendee at
Mr Lee’s workshops, was hard at
work building a robot. He said, “I
enjoy coming to these workshops

because I can build anything I
like and be as creative as I want.”
Last year, Risyam also took part
in the FIRST LEGO League Junior,
designed to introduce Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) concepts to
kids ages six to 10.
During the workshop, the
winning team of this year’s
FIRST LEGO League Junior also
presented their masterpiece — a
model of the Jurong Lake. Team
leader, Lau Hui Wen, 10, who has
been playing with bricks for the
past four years said, “Through
brick art, I’ve learnt that doing
anything is possible if we stretch
our imagination.”

Young participants of
the brick-art workshop

THE HDB Friendly Faces, Lively Places FUND
The Fund encourages residents to initiate community-driven place-making
projects that enliven neighbourhood spaces and strengthen community bonds.
To apply, visit www.hdb.gov.sg/FFLPFund.
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Our Life Stories

A F O N D FA R E W E L L
ACTOR AND HOST MR EBI SHANKARA REFLECTS ON HIS LIFE IN BUKIT BATOK
C E N T R A L A S H E P R E P A R E S T O B I D A D I E U T O H I S L on g time H O M E .

C

ome this October, Mr Ebi Shankara — popular
stage and screen actor, and gameshow host
— will be getting married and moving into a
Build-To-Order (BTO) flat in Bukit Batok West
with his new wife. While he is excited to embark on this
new chapter in his life, Mr Shankara dubs the move
“bittersweet” as it will mean leaving his Bukit Batok
Central HDB maisonette, the only home the 30-yearold has ever known. “I have mixed emotions about
moving out, but on the bright side, I will still be near
enough so that I can come back quite often and see my
family and friends,” he says wistfully.

cycling all the way to Bukit Panjang and back, or
swimming together at the Bukit Batok Swimming
Complex. My extended family also lives around here.
When I was younger, my uncle used to bring my
cousins and me trekking at the quarries-turned-parks
nearby during the school holidays. And until today,
all my relatives still gather at my home — where I live
with my mum, aunt and niece — for Deepavali and
other special occasions.

Having lived in Bukit Batok Central
all your life, you probably know the
area like the back of your hand.

The redevelopment of Bukit Batok Central has made
life more convenient. For example, we now have a
polyclinic and West Mall, among other amenities,
located within the estate. But at the same time,
some things haven’t changed. Simple pleasures like
catching up with my oldest friends who either still

I do! Being an only child, much of my childhood involved
hanging out with neighbourhood pals, whether playing
“block-catching” or soccer at the basketball court,
14
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W hat are your thoughts on the
changes that have happened in
the neighbourhood over the years?

Ebi Shankara spent all of his childhood
years in Bukit Batok Central

FAMILY
PRIDE
Mr Shankara made his acting
debut at the age of 15, playing
the title role in Hamlet for
the Singapore Youth Festival
2003 as part of his secondary
school’s drama society. Recent
achievements include hosting
the Channel 5 game show
Cash Struck! and acting in the
Toggle dramas StarCrossed
and Glitch, not to mention
his role in the upcoming play,
The Reunification of the Two
Koreas. However, he still counts
winning the reality TV singing
competition Vasantham Star
in 2007 as his biggest break
to date — and not just because
it opened the door to more
career opportunities.
“My uncle is a musician and
he used to perform Tamil songs
on local TV with his band;
his son would later sing on
TV as well,” explains
Mr Shankara. “To be able
to follow in their footsteps
and compete in — and win —
Vasantham Star was
very meaningful for my
family and me.”

live here or come back for visits, saying “hi” to the
nearby coffee shop vendors who have worked there
since I was a kid, enjoying the view of the forested
area from my fourth-storey flat — I will miss all of it
when I move out.

W hat has l iving in an HDB estate
taught you as an actor?

Living side-by-side with other residents has allowed
me to have an eclectic mix of friends from different
races and with varied life experiences. Some are more
successful career-wise; others started families at a
young age and now have children in primary school.
Some have moved overseas; others still live in Bukit
Batok. Being able to draw on their diverse experiences
has helped me in portraying a broad range of
characters, from the title role in Shakespeare’s
Othello to a deputy public prosecutor in the Toggle
series Code of Law.

You have also tried your hand at
directing for the theatre. If you
were to produce a play set in Bukit
Batok, what do you think would
make a good story?
Soccer! During my teenage years, “conquering the
court” was a big deal; every evening, there would
be soccer matches downstairs between new
challengers and the reigning conquerors. In fact,
when my friends and I turned 16 or 17 years old, we
beat the older kids in the neighbourhood and became
the conquerors of our court for a while! This pastime
seems to have disappeared now — even though the
old basketball court has actually been converted
to a street soccer court — so it would be cool to
reintroduce it to the younger generation.

S i m p le p leas u res l i k e c a t c h i n g u p w i t h
m y oldes t fr i ends w h o e i t h er s t i ll l i v e
h ere or c o m e b a c k for v i s i t s , say i n g “ h i ”
t o t h e near b y c offee s h o p v endors w h o
h a v e wor k ed t h ere s i n c e I was a k i d ,
en j o y i n g t h e v i ew of t h e fores t ed area
fro m m y fo u r t h - s t ore y fla t — I w i ll
m i ss all of i t w h en I m o v e o u t .

Ebi Shankara, FLY Entertainment Artiste
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Livin’ it up
Putting the Red in Redhill Residents of these HDB flats in the
southern part of Singapore are ever-ready, it seems, for 9 August.

RED, WHITE…
AND ALL AROUND US
I n c e l e b r a t i o n o f S i n g a p o r e ’ s 5 3 r d b i r t h d a y , Li f e S t o r e y s s c a n s t h e
surroundings for snapshots that showcase our national colours.

SHOU YUMMY An old-school snack, ang ku kueh is made of glutinous rice flour
and traditionally filled with peanut or mung bean. It is often imprinted with the Chinese
character shou which means longevity.
Pride and joy Many Singaporeans don red and white clothes to celebrate
Singapore’s birthday. Little ones are also encouraged to wear the national colours
to school to commemorate the occasion.
16
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WE ARE SINGAPORE
That’s the theme of this year’s
National Day Parade, to be held
at the floating platform on
9 August. It is a pledge of unity
and togetherness among our
diverse cultures, and a celebration
of our way of life as Singaporeans.
The theme song is a modern
take on the 1987 classic We Are
Singapore, updated by local singer
Charlie Lim.
GARDEN CITY True to its ‘City in a Garden’ moniker, Singapore is home to a wide range of fauna and flora.
Red ixoras are a common species usually found along our streets and roads.

GOING vintage Old post boxes such as this are no longer a common
sight. Spotting one is a rare treat!

BOLD AND BRIGHT The façade of a
vintage shophouse in Little India. Many of
Singapore’s traditional shophouses have
been preserved with a modern twist.

Fighting Fire Central Fire Station,
also known as the Hill Street Fire
Station, is Singapore’s oldest surviving
fire station. It is still in operation and
houses the Civil Defence Heritage Gallery.
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Take
Our

Upcoming
Events
august
MyNiceHome Roadshow
at MacPherson Spring

Answer some questions and stand
to win shopping vouchers!
Log on to lifestoreys.hdb.gov.sg
for the questions and to submit
your answers.

september
Welcome Party at
Angsana Breeze @ Yishun
For more infor mation,
check out
w w w.hdb.gov.sg/communit y

* Information accurate as at the
time of print

